
Jekyll and Hyde Lounge Chair

The project was  built from cedar and 
corrugated plastic with which we set out to 
create a lounge chair where two people 
could experience two different comfortable 
positions while enjoying the shade. In order 
to achieve this we made two horizontal 
planes that are united by one vertical plane. 
The sitting plane is made of plastic while the 
shade plane is made of wood. The center 
unifying plane takes qualities from both 
planes and materials to create a two part 
chair that is perfect for two people. 

Jeff and Matt

Cube Shade Wall

This project was inspired by trees in 
bloom where the shade they provide is 
interspersed with spots of sunlight. To 
create similar non-solid shadow, we 
constructed  three different types of 
cubes to create different shadows on the 
ground: a wood frame cube, a solid wood 
cube, and a solid plastic cube. Arranging 
them randomly, we were able to create a 
project that has both an interesting 
structure and interesting shadows. Also, 
by adding a small seat, we were able to 
allow observers to sit and add a fourth 
source of shadow  - themselves.

Robert and Michael

THE IIT SHADE PROJECT at THE FARNSWORTH HOUSE  
SUMMER 2010

Structure: clear system of support and construction
Habitat: site specific architectural space
Activity: design for a determined use/site
Deployment: portability
Efficiency of materials
The sculptural shade projects currently displayed on the grounds of the Farnsworth 
house are the creation of first year students at the College of Architecture at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology. Given 8 cedar 2x4’s and a 4x8 sheet of corrugated plastic, the 
students were asked to create an object that would provide shade for at least one 
individual and that could be carried by two people, with the intention of the project being 
the investigation of the relationship between material, form and the human body.


