
Dr. Sabine Arnaud is a Research Group Director at the 
Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in Berlin. 
She has degrees in Comparative Literature, History, 
Philosophy, and Art History, and she has written exten-
sively on hysteria. Her book L’invention de l’hystérie au 
temps des Lumières (EHESS, 2014) will be published in 
translation as On Hysteria: The Invention of a Medical 
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deafness. 

Wednesday, October 29
Hermann Hall Alumni Lounge
(SW side of Hermann Hall, 1st floor)

4:30 p.m.

Max Planck Institute for the 
History of Science

A Disease Best Described 
by its Etymology?: 

Hysteria in France at the 
Turn of the 19th Century

Sponsored by the Benjamin Franklin Project 
at IIT in partnership with the Jack Miller Center 
and with generous support from the John 

Templeton Foundation

Dr. Sabine Arnaud


